U.S. History 10 Syllabus

Teacher: Mr. Nietfeld

Room: 308

Philosophy:


My philosophy on teaching completely encompasses the students.  I work for the students, to try and provide proper ethical guidelines of life.  I believe that our society is created from the ground up through the students.  It is my job to give my students the information and direction they need to be the next leaders of our society.  I do this by using various techniques of teaching in my curriculum design.


In designing units differently the students tend to stay more motivated in their learning.  I try to vary my teaching techniques from day to day to help in differentiating instruction.  I believe mostly in hands-on learning with the incorporation of lecture.  Another teaching technique that I believe results in excellent student learning is having students teach their peers.  The reasoning behind this is to show the students that they need to take responsibility for their own learning.  This also gives the students pride in their accomplishments, which enhances their motivation level.  This process provides the students with the skill of working together in pairs and groups, which is essential to excel in today’s society.


To conclude I use various assessment methods to evaluate my students.  I have a Master’s Degree in Curriculum & Assessment, which improved my understanding of the importance of assessment.  I am incorporating assessment as a learning tool, rather than simply a unit’s end.  I strongly believe it is important to evaluate students’ progress when determining a grade.  Every student is an individual, and I treat each student in this manner to the best of my ability.

Objectives:

1)
Students will be able to recognize and label important geographical locations from U.S. 
history.

2)

Students will be able to determine the relevance between geographical locations and the 
population that lives there.

3)
Students will be able to analyze U.S. history and explain its importance to present 
times.

4)
Students will be able to explain the importance of historical and present wars in U.S. 
history.

5)
Students will research influential individuals from U.S. history and understand their 
impact on the country.

Units Studied

* Causes of the Civil War
* The Civil War

* Reconstruction 

* Immigration


* Westward Expansion
* WWI



            * Roaring 20’s


* Great Depression
* WWII


            * Cold War


* Civil Rights Movement

* Current Events (weekly)

Assignments:
All assignments will be handed in on the due date!!! If assignments are not handed in on time the student will be docked 10% of their earned grade each day it is late.  If you are absent (excused) you will have two full days to complete it without losing credit.  Make-up work is the student’s responsibility.  The teacher will not continually ask for make-up work. 
Cheating

Plagiarism/Cheating
Definitions:  Plagiarism is using another person’s language or ideas without giving that person credit; it is considered a serious act of dishonesty that carries a heavy penalty.  Cheating is the act of willfully obtaining, giving or using information on a test or assignment that distorts the true evaluation of what a student knows or has achieved.
Consequence:  Students who plagiarize material (for example, taking all or part of a paper off the Internet and handing it in as their own work or copying someone else’s work) or cheat (for example, copying someone else’s answers or allowing someone to copy his/her answers) will receive a zero on that assignment and may be subject to other disciplinary consequences.  Administrative consequences may also apply. All cheating is now reported to the office and filed. 
**Supplying classmates with test questions is cheating. “Joey, what’s on the test?” Don’t answer that question; or answer it generically, “The things we went over in class.” 

Pass/admit slips: 
These are to be handed to the teacher at the beginning of the hour and will be handled as necessary.
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Grading:
Students will be graded on the following areas:  Tests, quizzes, group work, presentations, daily work, and participation.

Supplies needed:
Notebook, folder, writing utensils, colored pencils, and Internet license (form filled out for the school.)           Note: Additional supplies may be needed throughout the semester.  Students will be notified in advance.

