American Government Syllabus

Teacher: Mr. Nietfeld

Room: 308

www.mrnietfeld.weebly.com

jnietfeld@isd740.org
Philosophy:


My philosophy on teaching completely encompasses the students.  I work for the students, to try and provide proper ethical guidelines of life.  I believe that our society is created from the ground up through the students.  It is my job to give my students the information and direction they need to be the next leaders of our society.  I do this by using various techniques of teaching in my curriculum design.


In designing units differently the students tend to stay more motivated in their learning.  I try to vary my teaching techniques from day to day to help in differentiating instruction.  I believe mostly in hands-on learning with the incorporation of lecture.  Another teaching technique that I believe results in excellent student learning is having students teach their peers.  The reasoning behind this is to show the students that they need to take responsibility for their own learning.  This also gives the students pride in their accomplishments, which enhances their motivation level.  This process provides the students with the skill of working together in pairs and groups, which is essential to excel in today’s society.


To conclude I use various assessment methods to evaluate my students.  I have a Master’s Degree in Curriculum & Assessment, which improved my understanding of the importance of assessment.  I am incorporating assessment as a learning tool, rather than simply a unit’s end.  I strongly believe it is important to evaluate students’ progress when determining a grade.  Every student is an individual, and I treat each student in this manner to the best of my ability.

Objectives:

1)
Students will understand what it means to be an engaged citizen, and understand the 
importance of being one. 
2)

Students will understand the foundations of the United States’ government and will 
analyze the power of the U.S. Constitution. 
3)
Students will be able to explain the differences of the political parties and associate 
themselves with the political party that is most fitting. 
4)
Students will be able to explain how the separation of powers works to balance power in 
the United States. Each branch of government will be analytically dissected. 
5)
Students will be able to explain differences between State and Federal powers.  

6)
Students will acknowledge the relationships the U.S. has created with other nations. 
7)
Students will analyze our strengths and weaknesses to better understand what our society 
needs to be responsible for in order to be successful through a large-scale problem 
analysis. 
Topics Studied

* Political Ideology

* Rights and Responsibility
* Political Parties
* Social Issues


* Separation of Powers

* Budgets


            * Federal vs. State

* World Relations

* Local Government
           

* Court System


* Congress


* Presidency 
* Constitution


Assignments:
All assignments will be handed in on the due date!!! If assignments are not handed in on time the student will be docked one full letter grade each day it is late.  If you are absent (excused) you will have two full days to complete it without losing credit.  Make-up work is the student’s responsibility.  The teacher will not continually ask for make-up work. 
Cheating

Plagiarism/Cheating
Definitions:  Plagiarism is using another person’s language or ideas without giving that person credit; it is considered a serious act of dishonesty that carries a heavy penalty.  Cheating is the act of willfully obtaining, giving or using information on a test or assignment that distorts the true evaluation of what a student knows or has achieved.
Consequence:  Students who plagiarize material (for example, taking all or part of a paper off the Internet and handing it in as their own work or copying someone else’s work) or cheat (for example, copying someone else’s answers or allowing someone to copy his/her answers) will receive a zero on that assignment and may be subject to other disciplinary consequences.  Administrative consequences may also apply. All cheating is now reported to the office and filed. 
**Supplying classmates with test questions is cheating. “Joey, what’s on the test?” Don’t answer that question; or answer it generically, “The things we went over in class.” 

Pass/admit slips: 
These are to be handed to the teacher at the beginning of the hour and will be handled as necessary.
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Grading:
Students will be graded on the following areas:  Tests, quizzes, group work, presentations, daily work, and participation.

Supplies needed:
Notebook, folder, writing utensils, colored pencils, and Internet license (form filled out for the school.)           Note: Additional supplies may be needed throughout the semester.  Students will be notified in advance. Smart Device might be useful, but not required. 
Needed Apps: (Mr. Nietfeld will let you know throughout the school year)
